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216 PROCEEDINGS OP THE ACADEMY OF [1882. 

In regard to the nest exhibited, Mr. Meehan called attention to the 
fact that the gum with which the twigs were coated, had evidently 
all been deposited on the wall before the collection of the twigs ; 
and, as the twigs were placed, the gum was softened perhaps by 
saliva, or perhaps by water brought in the bird's bill, so that it 
could be drawn over the twigs. This was evident by the lines of 
gummy threads, which mostly started from the mass on the wall, 
and decreased in thickness as they were drawn out, terminating in 
filmy lines. He called attention to the nest exhibited as being 
obliquely built, and not set regularly against the face of the wall. 
That this appeared to be intentional seemed evident from the fact 
that the finer ends of the twigs all started from right to left and 
which, after being fastened there by the gum, were bent around to 
the left, making a greater curve at the right, on account of the 
less resistance from the slender end of the twigs. This obliquity 
seemed a great advantage to the bird, as it provides for sitting 
nearly parallel with the wall. If the bird sat at right angles with 
the wall, its long wings would be very much in the way of her 
work. 

Miss Grace Anna Lewis remarked that she had once had an 
opportunit3 r of seeing a chimney-bird at work repairing the nest 
upon which it was sitting. The bird adjusted a loose stick with 
ease, and then plastered it with its bill, using the latter in the 
manner of a trowel. It then waited quietly, apparently to give 
time for a further secretion, and worked and rested alternately, 
until the damage was repaired. All this was distinctly seen 
through a pipe hole opposite the nest of the bird. 

Miss Lewis had seen many nests of the chimney-bird and did 
not think they were usually larger on one side than the other, but 
supposed that the specimen shown by Mr. Meehan, had been 
warped by rain, and redoing. 

When first built, the nests are quite symmetrical, and in the 
form of a quarter of a globe. The particular nest to which she 
referred had been built by placing two sticks vertically, and 
attaching the cross-pieces to these, to form the open basket-work. 
She thought the cement used to fasten the sticks was of animal 
origin and was derived from the bird itself. When fresh and 
unsmoked, the cement does not resemble even in color, the gum 
of the cherry-tree. 



July 25, 1882. 
Mr. Thos. Meehan, "Vice-President, in the chair. 
Bight persons present. 

Dr. Maxwell T. Masters, of London, was elected a corres- 
pondent. 

The following was ordered to be printed : — 



